Malines: The First Conversation                 277

Thence it was a natural transition to the Papacy, upon which
some signs of differing opinions made their appearance.

During the afternoon the reading of the memorandum was
finished. Explanations as to the Sacraments were asked for and
given on both sides, after which there was a discussion upon
dogma, the authority of bishops, and the liberty allowed or al-
lowable to local Churches.

On the following day, December yth, the Lambeth Appeal
was similarly treated. On reaching Clause VII, which dealt with
the episcopate, the Cardinal, on the Anglicans appealing to him
for candid criticism, urged the necessity of a visible Head to the
unity envisaged in the Appeal. The episcopate by itself was not
a unifying agent of sufficient strength. *Can you conceive/ he
asked, 'having two stationrnasters in Victoria Station? What a
number of accidents on the railway would be recorded on the
next day!*20 (To this someone replied that Victoria was only
one of many stations in London and that each had its separate
chief.) When the Anglicans pointed out that they were bound
to maintain contact with the Churches of the East and with
their own Nonconformists, Mercier suggested that the good of
the Church might best be served by an example- CI cannot help
asking myself whether the strong influence of such persons as
yourselves would not act effectively, and even decisively, upon
a large number of your co-reEgionists/21 Halifax himself de-
murred to the Cardinal's emphasis on the indispensability of
a visible Head. That this was important he would not deny, but
it was through the Holy Spirit that the unity of the Church was
maintained. He desired with all his soul the return of Anglicans
to communion with the Roman Church, but the Papacy itself
had not always acted in the interests of unity. He recalled how
de Maistre had described the Church of England, set midway
between Protestants and Catholics, as occupying a 'providential
position.*